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Swinging Foot Bridge on the Applegate River 
By Vera Carl 


The swinging foot bridge was up river a little ways from the present swimming hole 
and Wayside Park. Taken out in the flood of 1955. 

It was built of fencing wire about four inch squares. It was built up on the sides and a 
board across the bottom to walk on. 

This took place in the 1930’s when my family went up to Uncle George and Aunt 
Laura Herriott. Aunt Laura is my Dad’s, Lester Darneille, sister. Their children were Karl, 
Eldon and Genevive. Usually went on Sunday. In the afternoon we would go swimming. 
From their place would go down and cross the highway into a field to the foot bridge to 
cross over river. The swimming hole was on the other side. The older kids would run across 
and in doing this the bridge would bounce up and down. It scared me to cross while 
bouncing so, would wait until quit bouncing before I would try and cross. By then the older 
folks would cross. I wanted to stay on the board so my foot wouldn’t slip off onto the wire. 
Would hang on to the sides while crossing. 

The children that lived on the other side of the river would cross over it to go to the 
Applegate School and back home. Otherwise would have to go down to the Applegate 
Bridge. Which made it a longer walk. vt 


There was another swinging footbridge that crossed the river. 


Flossie Rexford Carl was telling me about it. Had to cross it when a small girl to go 
to Provolt School. For lived on the other side of river. It was up stream about one mile from 
Provolt. About across the river from where I live now. It went out with an earlier flood. 


Hope this fines everyone doing well after all the spring rain we’ve had. 
Now to enjoy some sunshine. With this rain and sun come all the beautiful 
flowers that Peggy has planted at the Museum. Many of the bulbs are returning Ps 
this year. A few more days of nice weather and it will look wonderful. Peggy 
has been keeping ahead of all the grass and weeds growing. 

The Society would like to Thank Norman Robinson, a Kubli descendent, 
for the wonderful book he wrote on his family history. Stop by the Museum and 
check it out. 

Peggy is still looking for interesting things to place in the museum for this 
season. Stop by and take a look, and let her know if you have something. 

There is a pan full of old rusty square nails that is being using as a fund- 
raiser for the museum. I think they. came from the Herriott Ranch. You guess the 
amount that is in the pan. The tickets are at the Museum. So when you stop take 
a guess and enter. I believe the cost is $1.00 per guess. You will also receive a 
“special” Applegate Valley Historical Society “newer” old square nail. Thanks 
to Steve Gehres for the “newer” nails. 

Our next meeting will be Saturday May 17, 03 at 10:00 AM at the 
Museum. Please bring your lawn chair. 

The Applegate School will hold their annual duck race in June at the 
Wayside Park. Watch for posters with more information. oe 

Time seems to be going by fast and summer will be here soon. 

I would like to Thank Vera Carl for her story. As you can tell I don’t edit 
much just try and correct spelling. Myrtle Krouse told me years ago that when 
someone writes a story for you it should be printed as such. That way it remains 
“their” story, and not yours. 

So you can submit your story at any time. Send it to the PO Box. The next 
newsletter will be in July. So-you have some time, a month or so- It can be as 
long or short as you would like. 


See you on Saturday May 17,2003 at 10:00 AM with your chair at the 
Museum. 


Barbara Niedermeyer 
AVHS Sect./Tres. 


